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Bridges for transformation 



Transformative potential means … 



A sociologists’ tool-box 
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The background of social reality 

Background: collective knowledge, discourse, systems of provision 
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Foreground: social practices 

Background: collective knowledge, discourse, systems of provision 

Foreground: social practice 
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Introducing forms of practice 

Middleground: forms of practice 
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Foreground: social practice 
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Comparing two socio-ecological practice forms 
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Guiding criteria for our case study 

1. Goal: transformation or charity? 

2. Focus on reproductive activities,     
     e.g. sharing and swapping? 

3. Orientation towards sufficiency? 

4. Skills and experiences learned? 

5. Attractiveness across milieus? 

Free store Urban gardening 



Free stores and the order of things 



Four user groups with different images in mind 

Our lifestyle,  
our occupied house. 

I donate stuff.  
Thank me, please! 

It’s like ebay or  
the  flea market. 

It’s a charity shop. 
You must help me! 



Practices of urban gardening 



Urban gardening: contrasting forms of practice 

Charity-based allotments 
(e.g. Schrebergärten) 

Service-oriented, 
e.g. whole-food supermarket 

CC: Flickr/Halleliebe 



Differences between the two forms of practice 

1. Goal: transformation or charity? 

2. Focus on reproductive activities,     
     e.g. sharing and swapping? 

3. Orientation towards sufficiency? 

4. Skills and experiences learned? 

5. Attractiveness across milieus? 

Free store Urban gardening 



Systems of provision: restrictions and chances 

CC-BY-NC: Flickr/Desazkundea 



Compatibility with daily routines I 



Compatibility with daily routines II 



Conclusions 



Thank you for your attention! 
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