
"A Degrowth Project in Hungary"
Special Session: “Degrowth in post-socialist European countries”

In 2011 a first book about Degrowth was published in Hungary: Latouche S., Farewell to Degrowth 
(Savaria). In January 2014, a second one was published, Liegey V. and Al., A Degrowth Project 
(Eszmelet). In this article, I will try to analyse the reception of Degrowth and in particular both these 
books among academics, medias, activists, and the public in the Hungarian context.

This analysis will be done in comparing the French and the Hungarian perception on Degrowth, 
development, capitalism, productivism, welfare, and democracy.

In particular it will be done for the special session “Degrowth in post-socialist European countries” 
and will particularly reflect on the cultural, political and economical heritage of socialism in Hungary 
and how it could influence the implementation of a “Degrowth Project” or of a transition toward 
societies of “a-growth”?

1. How to import Degrowth “à la française” into the Hungarian language and culture?

2. How Growthmania's critic has been received in Hungary?

3. How a Degrowth Project has been received in Hungary?

4. Main critics, limits, and perspectives.

Vincent Liegey

References

Demaria F. et al., 2013. What is Degrowth? From an Activist Slogan to a Social Movement, 
Environmental Values 22.2., 191-215.

Duverger, T. 2011. La décroissance, une idée pour demain: une alternative au capitalisme: synthèse 
des mouvements. Paris: Sang de la terre.

Kuslits Béla, 2011, Latouche Serge A Nemnövekedés diszkrét bája könyvismertetése, Kovasz.

Latouche, S., 2007. Petit Traité de la Décroissance Sereine, Ed. Fayard/Mille et une nuits.
Latouche, S., 2011, A Nemnövekedés diszkrét bája, Savaria.

Liegey V.,  2012.  Unconditional  Autonomy Allowance  (UAA):  A tool  for  equity  and  dignity,  3 rd

International Degrowth Conference, Venezia.
Liegey V. et  al.,  2013.  Un Projet  de  Décroissance,  Manifeste  pour  une Dotation  Inconditionnelle
d’Autonomie, Editions Utopia.
Liegey V. et al., 2014, Jólét gazdasági növekedés nélkül – A Nemnövekedés felé, Eszmélet

Martínez-Alier  et  al.,  2010.  Sustainable  de-growth:  Mapping  the  context, criticisms  and  future
prospects of an emergent paradigm, Ecological Economics 69., 1741-1747.

Degrowth Hungarian website: www.nemnovekedes.hu




