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Overview

» Why analysing trends?

» How did we do that?

» Relevant trend clusters identified
» Interlinkages and feedbacks

» Implications for resource policy and degrowth
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“Essentially, all models are wrong, but some are useful” (George P. E. Box)

» Scan the horizon for emerging issues
» Analyse and extrapolate from past/current developments
» Gather evidence and outline plausible development trajectories

» Enabling early warnings and identifying intervention points for

precautionary/corrective action

» No predictions, rather fact- and expert-based assumptions
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Figure 2. Global material extraction in billion tons, 1900-2005
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How was the analysis done?

search for emerging issues and blind spots
with potential resource policy relevance

'

review of newspapers
and online sources

list of relevant trend clusters

revise and complement discuss during
trend cluster list expent workshop

finalise trend cluster list

complement through
expert interviews

back-up with
scientific literature
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Westernised growth models and lifestyles spread
Pace of technological development increases
Profit maximisation prevailing as business model
Personalised and ubiquitious advertisement

Economisation of the educational system

Global capital flows increase and accelarate
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Digitalisation of all aspects of living (e.g. smart homes)
eCommerce and mobileCommerce increase
Digital behaviour enables personalised advertisement

More options for online participation & empowerment

Vulnerability to sabotage and manipulation raised
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New mental models and world views

Mainly niche phenomena
Can upscaling be achieved?

> sufficiency, simplified lives

< per capita consumption of resources
< CO2-emissions

< waste generation
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Interlinkages and fee packs: socio-economic system

acceleration of capital flows

JAultinational corporations
influence politics

capital flowing out of
societal systems

economisation of
educational system

profit maximisation
business models

focus on economic grc wth

spreading westermised > resource use and
~onsumption pattems - environmental impacts

urban consumption p. AEterns
increase
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Interlinkages and fee packs: new mental models

> critique of western

education for sustainability growth models

immaterial wealth and > sufficient and simplified over-technisation > desire
participation lifestyles for simpler living

> Resistance to harmful > available time allowing

economic activities more sustainable behaviours
¥
> transparency fosters , ,

T > social online platforms
sustainability

digital life < material
status needs
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> personalised advertisement
Surveillance

> need to replace hardware
more often

> eCommerce and
mobileCommerce increasing pace of
technological innovation

> emergence of digital & >al cation of technologies
individual working processes resource needs

> industrial automatisation '

accelaration of working > number of jobs > rebound effects from
processes in ICT sector efficiency improvements
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Capital flowing out
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Implications for derwth nathways

» Accelarating trends dominate in the short- and medium term (long term?)
» All trend clusters entail sustainable counter-trends in niches
» Financial market trends poorly understood in relation to resource use
» Intervention points should
» create conditions conducive to counter-trends

» sSlow accelaration down

» remove blind spot on financial markets

» Degrowth momentum may just be the needed tipping point for breaking

trends
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Thank you for listening.

Martin Hirschnitz-Garbers & Susanne Langsdorf

Ecologic Institute, Pfalzburger Str. 43-44, D-10717 Berlin
Tel. +49 (30) 86880-0, Fax +49 (30) 86880-100

vorname.nachname{at}ecologic{dot}eu

www.ecologic.eu
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